
iMovie 08

Adding still images with voiceover and music in iMovie 08:

Put the still images in iPhoto and organize them in an album. Quit iPhoto.

Open iMovie, create a new project and click on the still camera icon (middle tool bar on 
right side). Drag the pictures into iMovie (top middle section) where it says to “Drag 
media here to create a new project”.  

Drag pictures into the order you want (click once to select and click and drag to move 
if you need to rearrange the order). Click on the clock in the lower left of each picture 
to set the length of the time the picture will be displayed (make it longer than you will 
need). Time yourself reading the narration that will go with each picture first.

To record sound with each picture:  Click on the microphone icon. 



Then click on the still picture. It will count down and then let you record. It stops at the 
end of the still so make the still longer than you need. Be sure to close the microphone 
window after recording on one still before you record the narration for the next image.

The sounds will have a time displayed (X seconds – voiceover). Control click on the 
image and you can change the length set for the image to match the sound. 

Once you’ve added voice narration to each still, you can add transitions between 
images, if you’d like, and titles and credits by selecting the appropriate icon on the 
middle tool bar on the right side.

Finally, add background music by selecting the Music icon (music notes) on the middle 
tool bar on the right side. Double click to preview any piece of music in your iTunes 
Library or from the sample music. 



When you find what you want, click and drag it to the gray space (where the still 
images and narration are), but be careful not to drop it directly on any of the images. 
The background will become green. Select the green background and then select the 
Adjust Audio icon (middle tool bar in the middle) to lower the volume of the 
background music so that it is quieter than the narration. You might also want to select 
the images with narration and then click on the Adjust Audio icon to raise the volume 
of the narration. You may also want to check Ducking to reduce the volume of the 
other audio track. Click Done. Your work is automatically saved in iMovie.

To share the movie: Go to Share … Export Using QuickTime. It will be converted to a 
QuickTime file that can be imported into iDVD or shared via flash drive, etc. and viewed 
on Macs or PCs (or TVs).



Adding video using built-in iSight camera or iPhoto video:

Quit out of all other applications. Open iMovie and select File … Import from Camera 
and capture video into a new Event (you give it a name). Click Capture to film and click 
Done when done.

You can also add images from iPhoto, clips from the Event Library and iPhoto videos.

Editing clips: Select the clip you’d like to modify and drag across the clip to select the 
amount you want (this will be displayed with a yellow border). 



Go to: Edit …. Trim to Selection (to keep the section in yellow), Trim Clip End (to 
remove the beginning or ending of a clip that is within the yellow section), Delete 
Selection (to remove the section you’re selected) or Split Clip (to split a clip into two 
sections where you’ve marked it). Edit all clips that you’d like to edit.

Add transitions, titles, music, etc. as described above. 


 
 
 
 


Share by selecting Share … Export Using QuickTime as described above.

     


